THE INOUIRER 


INCORPORATING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AND THE UNITARIAN HERALD 


Tue Inqumer, December 10, 1949 


ORGAN OF UNITARIAN. CHRISTIANITY 


AND FREE RELIGIOUS FELLOWSHIP 


REGISTERED AS A NEWSPAPER 


ESTABLISHED IN 1842 


1949 


No. 5604 


i 


| Christmas Number 
| 
| 
po SATURDAY, DECEMBER roth, 1949 Price Threepence | 
with no hom the stable . 
and mar mLicss hur 
1 those of tk spiritual | 
of gentle te And con ) 
mt of childre and will 
New Test 
to come ur | 
‘c it was nc 
any great im | 
— s fact, plain elementary fact t | 
iT physical birth of a child, 
© mystery and truth, swaying 
ol chorus of heaven about 
into event, | 
“it into the 4 
in the arches or under 3 tnendshiy it 
London—or for that > and bei | 
of the West—this Chri he human | 
more tenderly cared fi visible wor 
minds—will be appre ible. | 
the be said im a 
(from whe 
the 
reality into 
major 
in which 
ed to eternit 
them, i 
brutal 
gt 
with all 
istory, that if 
ss, lit by | 
s did, or m 
the msight 
of « 
is 
take 


| 


= 


os 


THE INQUIRER, 


spirit. Self-gratification depresses the spirit and gives rise to 
cruelty, and destroys the tender feelings for others the Chris- 
tian Festival was designed to foster and perpetuate. 

We who belong to the Liberal Group of churches, and 
the liberal tradition in Christianity will rejoice in the challenge 
to keep alive in the hearts of men everywhere the supreme 
joy and peace that comes even to men of good will, which is 
the true essence of the Christmas festival. We will see the 
festival as an obligation to renew in ourselves the spirit of 
charitableness that was born in Bethlehem in the form of a 
little babe. It can be reborn in the hearts and homes of many 
if we remain faithful to our trust as members of the Liberal 
Christian Community. 

There is great need in the world today for the spirit of 
Christmas. There is far too much bickering, uncharitableness, 
strife, and acrimonious jealousy, even among those occupying 
positions of responsibility in the nations of the world. You 
may think that, because we are a minority movement, there is 
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Two students for the ministry of the Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches look forward to the future. 
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alone will not keep us alive. History, however, will tell us 
what our distinctive approach was in the past, but only per- 
sonal contacts inside and outside our movement will us 
what it is at the present. 

From my own limited experience, we are the only move- 
ment which is able and eager in all matters of faith, to ask 
the awkward question. We alone possess the freedom to raise 
and grapple with any question that penetrates to the heart of 
religion. Only in our movement is no belief beyond the most 
rigorous criticism, analysis and definition, is no belief 
accepted on the authority of either Church, Bible, or 
Christ, because whatever beliefs we act on, we have accepted 
for their intrinsic appeal to our reason conscience and 
experience. We have taken the dangerous step of placing 
the final deciding authority within our own hearts. For 
instance, we are the only Christian community whose faith in 
the way of life believed to derive from Jesus would still stand 
firm, even on the hypothesis that Jesus had never lived. For 
all other Christians, the Christian way of life is right because 
he taught that way of life. It is my strongest hope that we 
shall not be worried when for this reason we are refused the 
name of Christian. 

In the past our mere existence has always been a persis- 
tent thorn in the side of religious orthodoxy. We have been 
looked on as religious gad-flies. Unless, therefore, we serve as 
pplies the energy to dissolve the 


By Austin P. Hewett, B.A. 
Senior Student, Manchester College, Oxford 
CoMING as it does only a week before the end of the year, 
Christmas is the last of the great festivals, and this makes it 
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little we can do. We can at least do our utmost to cultivate 
the spirit in ourselves that makes for better understanding, 
and a sympathetic tolerance. For we believe surely that a | 
wider recognition, and a deeper appreciation of the spirit that 
belongs to Christmas would assist materially, and effectively, 
to straighten out many of the difficulties that trouble men 
and women today. 
Let Christmas, therefore, be seen as an opportunity of _ = 
strengthening our own faith in the things that make for peace. | fanaticisms and break up the dogmatisms and superstitions | 
For only in an atmosphere of peace and good counsel are we of every generation we shall not be doing our best to provide 
ever likely to create the blessedness and joy that result from that atmosphere of freedom in which alone true religion can | 
friendly fellowship in service for others. flourish. It $2 our yF to keep alive, ee, an. unsympa- 
God rest you merry! and keep you ever faithful to the —_—‘ thetic age, ideals of freedom, reason tolerance in 
highest and best God has given you to know. Remember _ the sphere where they are most difficult to apply—the sphere 
it was in a stable that the Prince of Peace and Christianity of religion. ; 
were born. It was nourished and developed by those who It is our privilege, but painful task, always to be ahead 
“did not despise the significance of small beginnings”. of our time. | 
| 
I a particular approp iti OF taking Stock. we tay 
By Donald Priestley Maw, M.A pause to look back across the past, or, more cautiously, strive 
Bn hs yang to pierce the veil that hides the future. | 
Senior » Unitarian College, Manchester It is usually the past that occupies most of our attention. 
IN THE sixth year of training for the Unitarian ministry, A certain nostalgic attitude towards the days of long ago is 
m are concerned with the characteristic of Christmas. It is enshrined in the countless 
stories and legends which have grown up around the season; ; 
above all, of course, the story of the birth in the manger at 
In the first place, I hope that Unitarianism will be at Bethichem. But Christmas is not solely a festival com- ' 
least the intellectual and moral equal of any other religious © memorating the past. It celebrates the coming into the world : 
movement, for ours will be a sorry faith if it does not find of the Christ-spirit, something which Unitarians, among . 
the strongest practical expression in whatever contributes to others, regard mot as one unique occurrence in the distant | 
the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of our fellow- but as something which has continually happened, is 
creatures. Being an idealist, I should like to think that we wil 
It is therefore important that we should not only cast our 
our size, other religious im the number of pioneers we gaze over bygone days but also peer tentatively forward : 
in what ways this same spirit which has done so much to 
diate revival of for Unitarianism either imside or = iflumine men’s lives in the past may once again incarnate 
the day when Unitarian divines will orate regularly to Our chief concern as Unitarians should be to di 
ee Se For me, Unitarianism is not to be whether our own faith can provide a fitting body tl 
srcanaan naa the aid of affirmation-cards and high- § which this spirit can serve the needs of the world duri 
pressure years to come. It is the justification of our existence 
that are attracted by other denommations, only more imdependent movement that we claim to be able to 
firmly convinced of the value of our own movement. The ode 
handed to them, as it were, on a plate, unspiced by criticism, _it is essential that our faith should maintain all the 
close connection with conditions of life today and 
we must beware of being different others merely for the Two dangers are likely to confront the Unitarian 
size what we | im common with others and what more practical side of religion; this is the lesser of 
makes us umiguc. If, for example, our belicfs ‘fe _—— perils, for Unitarianism has never been an “ivory 
home religion. The other is that im reacting from t 
clsewhere, is Ro reason for our existence as a scparate concentrate solely on conduct: “It doesn't re 
movement. Sentimental attachments and traditional loyalties a man belicves, as long as | 
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We often hear such sentiments expressed. We may sometimes 
But no idea could be more 
mistaken. 

All conduct is the fruit of some sort of faith, and in default 
of a good one men will embrace a bad one. It has been well 
said that if a man does not stand for something he will fall 


is underlines the principal task which will confront | 


depends the sort of future which Unitarianism will have in 
life of our country and of the world. It is our task to advance 
our faith as one which maintains contact with the guidi 
Spirit of God and at the same time does not lose touch wi 
the everyday life of the modern world. As we place our main 
emphasis on the future rather than the we can avoid 
which divide conventional religion from 

e. 

If we are to be true to what we have inhérited from the 

ve always been pioneers in all spheres of thought and 
action, and loyalty to that tradition means that we must try 
to set ourselves within the patterns of the future rather than 
those of the past. 

There is a danger today that a placid 
may cause us to keep our light under a bushel. We are too 
modest. Let no one say that we are too few or too insignifi- 
small spark can ki an immense blaze—but the spark is 


those who are Unitarians without knowing 
shall make mistakes, but a faith like ours 
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with the greatest despatch too many children are killed and 
maimed, and parents are enjoined as a dire necessity to teach 
their children kerb-drill. I call for a revolution. Why not 
teach society road-drill so rigorously that the places where 
children congregate of necessity shall be entirely free from 
the internal combustion engine? It ought not to be beyond 
the wits of town-planners to devise areas where wheeled 


curiosity and reverence. Perhaps by A.D. 2000 the Primary 
from extraneous dogma 


ever, his letter of refusal told us all we want to know. 
ithout permission wé print relevant parts of his letter.] 
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a hundred years they will come in a thousand, and if 
not then in ten thousand and such things will not be merely 
an extension i what we now know but 
there will be entirely ; ink that death 
will cither be one will -be able to live 
as long as course, will 
be included. i though I 

subject but I 
hooey about 
be bribed, ctc.. 
its AD. 2000 


: traffic is forbidden to enter; if this should mean more walking 
. for adults, why not? The minutes lost will be lives saved. 
| It ought to be done by A.D. 2000. 
| I am a parson, and constantly have to undo immature 
ideas about religion, to dispel the myths of the nursery. 
4 Why cannot we have a straight-line development in the un- c 
| folding of religious understanding? Let the child first learn { 
the simple truths about himself and his immediate world, 
and then come to God with a maturing, questing mind, t 
| instead of starting life with a ready-made metaphysic. Until 
a child enters High School I prefer there to be no specific ; 
- ious teaching in schools beyond that of evoking general 
unwarranted faith. 
II 
By Anon. 
[We asked one minister to tell us what he would like done by 
) ndispensabie. ii We Can light thal spark now We may hope IF ONE tackles the job one is inclined to drift either 
| to see the fires blazing in years to come. into one’s own crankiness and wish to see a vegetarian 
| This means enthusiasm. If our faith is worth anything § world or a noiseless world, or some such, or else into put- 
| at all, it is worthy of our enthusiasm. We must press forward ting right some minor annoyance which is only local and 
now as so often in the past. We must enrol within our a particular bugbear of our own. I do not think I am a 
active ranks not only those who are Unitarians without know- crank, though I believe my friends count me as one. 
ing it, but also A telephone in every house has always appealed to me. 
why. No doubt What hours upon hours of wondering and running that would 
i can learn from . pa pioneer save, and on Sunday afternoon a man could ring up his 
never been without its perils. whole congregation. Cheap travel, any part of the earth in 
The needs of the future call us forward, under two hours. That may even come. Cures for T.B. 
“We today’s procession heading, and Cancer, but that would hardly be a reform. Gaol for 
We the route for travel clearing, 
| Pioneers, O pioneers!” countryside. Everyone to belong compulsorily to a cul- 
an could be atheist or anything an 
“IT OUGHT TO BE DONE or anything anyone 
| BY A.D 2000”? tence by the state on continued culture. Needless to say 
oiZe this would lead to many joining Unitari 
: Two ministers give their opinions: possible improvement in the circulation 
I 
By Leonard Mason, B.A. 
(Minister, Great Meeting, Leicester) | 
I aM a husband, and have just a chance, God willing, 
, of remaining so when the new millennium dawns. As such 
: I acknowledge a debt to the wives of all time and a desire 
to atone for their long of inferior status, I therefore 
| their possession of all things in common. No man has the 
right to make his wife a suppliant to his cheque-book; no 
woman has the right to be autocrat with the family budget. 
: Man is proud to work in a twenticth century pliant 
a a ministers solve 
kitchen. Man is proud if his son steps out imto the world 
like a lord, but prefers his daughter to cook and sew, dust 
I . fifty years ago my predecessor had £400 a year 
horse and carriage and house and no income 
sends his son to High School College—of course!—but was a deeply spiritual man notwithstanding. Ah, 
: marricd. Implication: running a home, giving birth to have centred around of 
children, training them m manners and morality, of 
is the grave inequality; I-hope it will have passed by AD. —_yivisecsion. by E. Westacott (C. W. Dam), 25a. to tell of these and 
2000. to submit arguments regarding “a challenge and conflict between 
I am a father, and want Children to sce the ncw om tho enn hand and a an 
1 Gil tor to and about 
| their home andl school without having to Tap Water Lowe. th Rev. Davie. the Rev. 
death mect them at 30 mph oe mote In order for the anti-vivisection cause gains mention im this thorough and 
| that adults may travel to and from the places of their desire §8=—._s cxrusfive survey. 
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THE PAST AND THE 
PRESENT 


SUMMING UP 
By Frank A. Bullock 
(Minister, Chapel Lane Chapel, Bradford) 


Tue Eprror of THE INQUIRER has invited me to give in 
a brief article my considered judgment about the social 


which have taken place in my life-time, and weigh | 


them up for and against. 
It is obvious that such an opinion or judgment can in 
this case only be based upon personal a impressions, 
yc 


to all things mortal. Even so the 
and the more intense the light the 


we have 
all kinds 
to be a 
and 
ment of ion which 
cannot swi 
the violently 
. Our basic 
hastened by any 
cannot doubt that 


cultural and intellectual matter, is bound to have its trans- 
forming effect upon the unconscious, as well as the conscious 
mind of the modern man and woman. Indeed in relation to 
cultural life and adult education there are many marked 
advances in our time, as in the case of the new and intense 
interest in music, classical and modern, to say nothing of 
poetry and literature generally. It is possible to object that 
all this cultural activity finds little immediate reflection in the 
material manifestations of our social life, but such a reflection 
is bound to follow if only all these educational activities can 
go on uninterrupted by any major catastrophe such as war, or 
violent revolution. Closely connected with this cultural aspect 
of our social life is the basic matter of religion. Here the 
gains and losses are most difficult to assess. Conventional reli- 
gious opinion may take a gloomy view of the situation but there 


assuredly 
be a religious revival of magnitude and depth undreamed of 
today, based upon the religi 


interpretation of modern 


Tr 


changes 
of all the deep experiences we have passed through, and are 
main the expression of a personal faith. So at the very begin- Passing through, cannot as yet be clearly seen or stated, 
ning I affirm that the social changes of the past fifty years partly because conventional religion too often offers a deep 
are overwhelmingly on the credit side. Yet as I would emotional and mental resistance to so many manifestations in 
disclaim any belief in human perfectibility in this world, I our modern world. But that resistance must break down at 
must honestly recognise that there is a debit or shadow side 
darker seems the shadow 
it casts. experience. 
The first clear gain that impresses me, living in an indus- No man or woman looking back over fifty years can 
trial city, is the wonderful change in the physical health and escape a sense of nostalgia and regret for many lovely things 
well-being of the children. It can be claimed in a general § ‘hat have passed with the passing of the years. Even so 
way that the generation of rickety and deformed men and [ find it frankly impossible to conceive of a satisfactory life 
women has almost pon agra for good to be replaced by § 1 amy period of the past with our modern consciousness. 7 
children and young people straight in limb and body. Pre- That consciousness is too precious to sacrifice for any dream 
natal clinics and child welfare work have slowly achieved or memory of the past however attractive or beautiful. For 
a magical effect upon the health of children. On the other us the thrill and adventure of our deepest spiritual life is in 
and difficulties in the modern child. Juvenile delinquency is is the clear gain that has come to me and to thousands of 
we hope a temporary but nevertheless an alarming manifesta- men and women like myself out of all the social changes of 
tion. The emotional instability of our young people is really our time. And so despite all the perils, problems, and diffi- 
a challenge to our whole modern way of life. Again there is culties of today I elect freely and decisively for the world 
a clear gain in the matter of better education for the many, and time in which we live. 
Se of higher education for a far greater 
number of young people than ever before. 
old people. There is no longer the sense of grinding poverty OO MANY AMIN 
one so often met in the past. There ic vit S 
done, done in the future to give invalids 
people a greater sense of security and an awareness of being By Robert A. Hamblin 
cared for. IT was somewhere about 
In the field of industry one of the most notable advances § Theodore was obliged, owing to 
throat, to retire from his post 
The memory of work among the unemployed im the period = was regarded by my aunt as a piece 
| of economic depression between the wars remains a night- _—juck, since, at a moment when 
mare, and one feels that almost any effort and sacrifice is _ pletely disappeared from the labour 
worth while to prevent that humiliating horror from ever _—_ with the services of a combined cook, 
returning. But again, on the other hand, restrictive practices and odd-job man, who required no 
industrial community in spending on gambling and drinking prominent figure in local politics, 
are evils that demand grave consideration and remedial _—give her whole time to her duties as a 
is also the most difficult problem of leisure, = chairman of certain women’s 
emerges older way war-work itating an all-da 
Theodore gave conscientious ; 
and ac ones of the Ministry of Food, to ' 
produce dishes that took poe conde breath away. His | 
achievements inspired such that my aunt, who at . 
the beginning exercised a nominal control over the catering, | 
soon abandoned even that, and left my uncle in entire charge 
of the feeding arrangements of the houschold. It was a tall 
order, for, in addition to his blithely assumed houschold | 
duties, he had recently undertaken those of Air Warden for 
the district. But as my aunt, who im her amiable way was 
something of a nigger-driver, declared to her daughters— 
“The country ts at war, and this is no time for your father 
the advent of the radio, with the Eee 8=(wish to, the man!” 
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Here then, is thé book for those who are perplexed 


and desire to use Christmas as a time for meditation as well 
as bration 


By E. W. Martin 
Our Book Critic 
A NovEL that can be sent as a Christmas gift to 


CHRISTMAS BOOKS 


A more academic work, Beyond Realism and Idealism, 
Wilbur Marshall Urban (Allen and Unwin, 18s.), has the 
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plementary; he goes on to 
per subject-matter. 
of John Dewey, edited by A. H. 
Johnson (Beacon Press, $2), is a collection of the thought of 
It contains a valu- 


of lucidity. The author has planned his treatise care- 
. In his first section he shows that idealism and realism 
St. Paul, develop a position that is in itself beyond both realism and 


are not contradictory but com 


idealism and indicates that science goes beyond the two “fatal 
The Wit and Wisdom 


book tells of | divisions” which has caused so many eminent philosophers to 
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thoughtful 


(The Lindsey Press. 85. 6d.) and Sir Stafjort Cripps, by Eric 


Estorick (Heinemann, 21s.). Mr. Rate 


an 


| | 
| 
able introduction by Professor Johnson who writes a study of 
the man whose work in education, politics, art, religion and 
A imree Diographiecs On My lis 
| 
i in the African forest: of one wv 
tT life of Jesus and philosophical 
+ Although first published in 15 
; larged edition of a work that she 
| of its wide grasp of Schweitzer’s 
. Mr. Estorick presents th 
Socialist who has risen through 
emerges as a man of thought action, 
| the divine guidance operative in his life. 
| Victor dian era and Irish affairs 
i by Margaret Digby (Blackwell, 15s.). 
| sensitive, philanthropic—founded the 
operative movement im Ireland. As 
| Plunkett was a man of large vision, 
| is absorbing, and this careful study is a fit 
| and A 
| 
| 
| works on the lines 
ever struggling to 
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“THE INQUIRER” THANKS YOU 


for 
ALL THE HELP YOU 


HAVE GIVEN US! 


Our readers’ are our chief means of publicity. You have helped us 
to reach a record circulation. But a circulation must rise or fall— 


We want ours to Rise! 


Y OU can help us further. This Christmas, and in the New Year, we are 

aiming at five hundred new readers. You can help us to reach them. Every 
reader must know at least one person to whom our point of view would be 
of interest. Help us to reach him or her. 


You can help us in two ways: 
first issue in January to a likely reader. Fill in names and addresses in 
ee eee See We will inform the recipient that it is a 
copy- 


(2) Best of all make a present of a copy for six or twelve months to a 
friend. For twelve months the subscription is 17s. 4d., for six months 8s. 8d. 
For this purpose fill up the RIGHT HAND form below, and send us a cheque 
or postal order for the required amount. We will inform the recipient of 
the gift with the first copy, also beginning with the first issue in January. 


DO IT NOW! 


DON’T PUT THIS ASIDE UNTIL YOU HAVE 
FILLED UP THE FORM 


Free Cory For a Monta PRESENTATION SusscRirTion Cory 
ae Please send to: 
Please to: N 
Name 
ADDRESS. 
2 Name 
2 Name ADDRESS. 
ADDRESS. 
or 8s. sx months’ subscription—(cross out 
Please send a free copy for a month to the above 
address or addresses. above name and address. 
(if more thar ome mame and address. mcrease the amount 
Signed sent to ws accordingly) 
Name Signed 
ADDRESS. 
ADDRESS. 


445 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1949 


Io, 


DECEMBER 


INQUIRER, 


in truth. 

t he said now i 
just as present 
and Christocentricity. 


> in spirit 

ised that 
years 
biblicism 


THE 


= 


by Unitarians in 


be in 
Pp 
fifty 
from 
to capacity on November 27, when th Mission Hall 


Unitarianism had moved away 


be denied” 


NEWS REVIEW 


NEWS FROM THE WEST 


Hall"? 


i 


il 


i 


THE INQUIRER Bc 
) Subscription Rates: 17s. 4d. per annum (post free). was crowded 
| Those having any difficulty in obtaining copies of the paper should communicate uncillor the Br 
veiling and BRI 
| er ee Seaman We dedication of the memorial to the late Miss C. R. Holland. Dr. 
| TEL.: BUS. 7554. Editorial: BUS. 2912 ve the address and Mrs. S. Martineau unveiled the BR 
well chosen words of a life-long friend BR 
| i rebuilt so as to give more room on the platform. 
has been enlarged and panelled with oak. A picture 
: nc makes a y centre piece, as su er : 
From Our Western Correspondent jren to come unto me”, is in keeping a ga life's 
a sense 
of er: Renshaw Street Mission—The Annual Sale of 
him seem a muc n November 19, proved a great success both socially 
; Union at the tim » the gross takings exceeded the target of £60. At ~ 
extending the Ur ceremony the chair was taken by Miss O. Hamilton . 
who were priviles: ad Mrs. A. J. Heale, wife of the Minister, was the 
Sunday saw gc 
| Western churches. At Bridport the -—The Jubilee Fair proved a great success. The ending LE 
| At Lewin's Mead the collections fc he Saturday evening, ; by the Girl 
came to over £9. At Sidmouth oI finish to two dave of eclling cad 
H Dunstan's Home. At Ilminster the The proceeds, after the deduction of . 
preacher usiastic ish to reach £200 before it starts its active 
| ee indications that the hard work of the last : 
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Knotts Green, 6.30, Mr. W. E. 
Lonpon, Mansford St. Ch., Bethnal Green, 6.30, Rev. J. W. Dumsze. 
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= Caoss, Hyde 11 and 6. MANCHESTER, Wilbraham Road, Choriton-Cum-Hardy, 6.30, Student, 
Mancuester, Wythenshawe, Un. Church, Brownley Benchill, 6. 
GLOUCESTER, and 6. 
10.45 
GODALMING, Meadrow 6.30, Rev. BEAMES. ‘sti 
Ward MEXBOROUGH, Free Christian Ch., 10.30, Rev EA 
Hate Cuaper, Hale Barns, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. E. A. Lear. Supply. 
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6.30, Ms. Savace. 


Worship, 6.30, Mr. F. J. Hasan: 
Sercet, 6.30, 
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